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HORSES MOUTH COMMENT: 

I’ve just wasted 5 minutes of my life that I can't get back reading part of the EA Annual report, the 

Chair and CEO statements. I have never read so much self-serving, back slapping drivel. It bears 

no resemblance to how this board has functioned over this last year. Once again, the board has 

lurched from one disaster to another. When will the State’s get sick of supporting a National Body 

that is a disgrace? 

Alistair MacKinley’s syrupy ‘trust statement’ was followed by an outrageous comment completely 

lacking in compassion, regarding the inquest EA had been involved in this year. This 

abomination was followed by a trite statement regarding ‘yellow cards’, where the outcome of 

one has cost the organisation big time in legal fees with absolutely no result; no one has been 

sanctioned for the abuse of a horse at an event, ‘whoever it was’ got away with it (I am making 

no implications regarding the alleged perpetrator, but ‘someone’ was responsible. Where’s the 

follow-up?). And all this without mentioning the latest ‘Hendra’ debacle with the FEI, where like 

Colonel Klink, EA ‘knew nothing’! 

LINK 

https://www.instantflipbook.com/flipbooks/1ea2fd2b07/?page=8 

 

The impressive wash-up from this is yet another change of chair and board member, Alistair 

MacKinley, vacating the seat and his place on the board. In the great EA tradition of lack of 

transparency, EA’s CEO, Lucy Warhurst’s message re the latest board transition sheds 

absolutely no light or explanation on anything other than the bare facts, Alistair out, Ricky in. One 

can only read between the lines! 

LINK 

https://www.equestrian.org.au/news/message-ea-ceo 

I read with alarm the ‘Internet Platform’ statement and can only hope that it doesn’t become the 

financial black hole that the ill-fated ‘Equinect’ morphed into. Let’s hope that the Board looks 

beyond their own board members and puts out legitimate external tenders for any work in this 

department this time. 

 

The ‘Increase in Revenue’ statement left me cold, especially after EA’s previous ill fated ‘Zoetis’ 

sponsorship mess. The Board need to recognise that the wishes of the Branches grass roots 

members must be considered in the ‘type’ of sponsorship that is acceptable and the Branch 

members right to privacy. I seem to remember that there was also a short lived ‘card’ fiasco in 

the past. 
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