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The State Boards of: 
Equestrian New South Wales 
Equestrian Victoria 
Equestrian South Australia 
Equestrian Tasmania 
Equestrian Western Australia 
Equestrian Northern Territory* 
Equestrian Queensland* 
 

 
 

 

Re : Equestrian Australia Under Voluntary Administration- Regarding the Special General 
Meeting of the State Branches to vote 

 on Clause 40 as circulated in their revised constitution – 

 SOLUTION SUGGESTION 

 

Dear State Branch Boards, 

 

The State Branches with smaller membership numbers have explained to their membership 
that the ‘veto’ element of clause 40, is in their opinion, necessary to protect their Branches’ 
membership’s interests against the greater power of the Branches with larger membership 
numbers. 

 

I would like to suggest a solution to the current situation regarding clause 40, If the object of 
the ‘veto’ element  is genuinely as expressed above. Each State Branch is responsible for the 
administration of equestrian sports in their own state, they already have clearly defined roles; 
and operate in conjunction with Equestrian Australia’s clearly defined role on a broader 
National level and International level.   

 

As such the ‘protection of the smaller State Branch member’s rights ‘ is  realistically and 
functionally only required regarding any  Equestrian Australia’s constitutional alterations 
regarding geographic matters that could be proposed e.g. where National and/or qualifying 
events would be held; it is extraneous to requirements for all other constitutional changes . As 
such, it should be possible to word Clause 40 so that the veto element only comes into effect 
when there is a constitutional alteration related to a geographic matter.  

 

I respectfully ask you to take action to put forward and vote for the following revised wording 
to 40 . Alteration of Constitution, at the Administrators Special General Meeting regarding 
enacting the terms of the DOCA. Such an action addresses the smaller State Branches issues 
and helps heal the Participating Members disillusionment and other actions towards their State 
Branches (excluding EQ)  

 

“40. Alteration of Constitution 

i. The Constitution can only be altered by Special Resolution;  except where such 
alteration applies to specifying a geographic location of a National Competition, 
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National qualifying event, or National meeting location;  

 

ii. Where an Alteration to the Constitution applies to an alteration specifying a geographic 
location of a National Competition, National qualifying event, or National meeting 
location; the Constitution can only be altered by Special Resolution;   which does not 
have any effect unless on the same resolution, at least 5 of the Branches vote in 
favour;” 

 

 
The State Branches (excluding EQ)  have created significant unrest and bad will amongst the 
Participating Members of Equestrian Australia , this is opposite to Sport Australia’s requirement 
that “the sport demonstrates that it is being governed by a stable and transparent national 
body that looks after the interests and safety of all equestrian participants” for the return of SA 
funding.  
 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Sue Inness 

 

SCREEN GRABS FROM SOCIAL MEDIA 
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The Constitution can only be altered by Special Resolution;   
 


