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News South Australia

Equestrian SA review begins over claims of dysfunction
and bullying
A review has begun into Equestrian SA, which has been plagued by claims of bullying and a toxic culture —
although some members of the sport weren’t even told it had started.

Craig Cook
@craigcook3 June 23, 2019 - 8:28PM The Advertiser

A Brisbane-based “cultural change” company will conduct the taxpayer-funded governance review into

South Australia’s crisis-ridden peak equestrian body.

The announcement from the Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing comes almost six months after

Equestrian SA called in the State Government to help address dysfunction and allegations of a toxic

culture within the organisation.

ORSR chief executive Kylie Taylor said the review, by Positive Solutions, began on June 17 and some

“preliminary stakeholder consultations” had already occurred.

Leading members of the Olympic sport said they weren’t even aware of who would conduct the review

until contacted by The Advertiser. The ORSR media release was posted on the ESA website late on Friday

afternoon.

Members discovered last month that allegations that ESA staff bullied children, and members’ personal

information was illegally passed to a third party, would not form part of the review.

ESA critic Helen Whittle said members remained unconvinced by the review’s terms of reference.

My
Local

SA National World Opinion Business Entertainment Lifestyle Sport

SubscribeAdelaide Today 14 °/ 24 ° Sign In

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/digitalprinteditions
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/tributes/
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/journalists/craig-cook
https://twitter.com/craigcook3
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/equestrian-sa-calls-in-government-for-independent-investigation-to-solve-ongoing-crisis/news-story/1efce0c7a580e865aed0f09de467677d
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/equestrian-sa-rocked-by-mass-resignations-allegations-of-bullying-and-abuse/news-story/8132cf359fd3a244a86151b2df2c2d35
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/equestrian-sa-rocked-by-mass-resignations-allegations-of-bullying-and-abuse/news-story/8132cf359fd3a244a86151b2df2c2d35
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/class-action-looms-as-equestrian-sa-confirms-members-personal-information-was-released-to-third-party/news-story/9574f435897611121c62b7cd0e7dd97e
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/equestian-sa-inquiry-labelled-toothless-and-pointless-as-bullying-claims-omitted/news-story/d32d32451ea59cac11b863121b89c1a5
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/national
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/world
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/business
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/entertainment
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/sport
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?int_medium=display&int_source=site-link&int_campaign=acq_onsite_login&int_content=link&sourceCode=AAWEB_ONS538
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/


29/11/2020 Equestrian SA: Review begins after allegations of bullying | The Advertiser

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/equestrian-sa-review-begins-over-claims-of-dysfunction-and-bullying%2Fnews-story%2Fa82ffc2b1ea7be94004d1b1… 2/5

Helen Whittle.

“Unless the membership believes in this process — and most don’t — it’s a total waste of money,” she

said. “This is a cultural issue, not a governance issue. We have a constitution and appropriate policies in

place but they have not been adequately adhered to by the administration.

“We can’t afford to spend money on something that won’t ensure a good outcome, especially at a time

when all sports are suffering cuts in funding.”

Ms Taylor said Positive Solutions, co-founded almost 30 years ago by principals Cathy Hunt and David

Fishel, would canvass members’ views.

“Please be assured that, as a member, you will be invited to have your say in due course,” she said.

Ms Taylor said further stakeholder consultations were planned for July and August.

The final report is scheduled to be delivered by October 31 with a board response to members before the

end of the year.

ESA chairman Peter Graham said he had spoken to Mr Kushel and advised that he would be at “arm’s

length” from the review and not be “sitting in on any meetings with members”.
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In the past year, ESA has seen the sacking of its chief executive Sharon Cimarosti, the resignation of her

replacement Janeth Flowers after six weeks in the role and a large number of other high-level

resignations.

Ms Cimarosti is suing ESA in the Federal Court of Australia, under the Fair Work Act 2009, alleging her

dismissal was in “contravention of a general protection”.

ESA is currently without a chief executive.
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Battle to save animals on the brink at Outback reserve

Conservationists are battling to save animals at an Outback reserve from the e�ects of the worst drought in recent memory,
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Country tradie to face court over incomplete work

A country tradesman will face the Elizabeth Magistrates Court over allegations he was not licenced and refused to refund
money to clients.
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